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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A system for managing the installation of 
software onto a selected modular information handling 
system comprising: 

5 a bar file database for storing a plurality of bar 

files, each bar file associated with a modular component 
of a modular information handling system and having a bar 
code ; 

an installation management module in communication 
10 with the bar file database, the installation management 

module operable to receive a bar code associated with the 
selected modular information handling system; and 

the installation management module further operable 
to communicate with the bar file database to identify and 
15 access each bar file associated with the selected modular 
information handling system. 

2. The information handling system of Claim 1 
further comprising a bar file cache in communication with 

20 the installation management module, the bar file cache 
operable to temporarily store bar files retrieved from 
the bar file database. 



3. The system of Claim 1 wherein the modular 
25 information handling system further comprises a blade 
server . 
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4 . The system of Claim 3 further comprising each 
blade server having an associated chassis and at least 
two associated blades, the chassis having an associated 
bar file and the at least two blades each having an 
associated bar file. 

5. The information handling system of Claim 1 
further comprising : 

each bar file associated with a modular component 
listing requirements associated with each modular 
component ; 

an installation management database for storing 
installation tasks associated with the requirements 
listed in the bar files associated with a modular 
component ; and 

the installation management module operable to 
communicate each bar file associated with the modular 
information handling system to the installation 
management database and generate an installation file 
listing each installation task required to install the 
selected software onto each modular component of the 
modular information handling system. 

6. The system of Claim 5 further comprising the 
installation management database further operable to 
store bar codes of bar files communicated from the 
installation management module for a selected period. 
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7. The system of Claim 1 further comprising a 
software installation module in communication with the 
installation management module and operable to install 
selected software applications onto the modular server. 

8. The system of Claim 7 further comprising the 
software installation module associated with a storage 
network operable to store the selected software 
applications . 
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9. A system for verifying the installation of a 
plurality of selected software applications onto a 
selected modular information handling system comprising: 

a software validation module in communication with 
5 at least one software installation database; 

the software validation module operable to receive a 
listing of selected software installation requirements 
associated with a selected modular information handling 
system; and 

10 the software validation module operable to query the 

at least one software installation database to determine 
whether each software installation requirement has been 
satisfied. 

15 10- The system of Claim 9 wherein the software 

installation database further comprises a log server 
associated with a software installation system. 

11. The system of Claim 9 further comprising the 
20 log server operable to search the log server for flag 
files corresponding to completed software installation 
operations . 
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12 . The system of Claim 9 wherein the at least one 
software installation database further comprises a DPCS 
database and a log server, the software validation module 
operable to query the DPCS database to determine whether 
5 a particular component has completed the steps required 
for installation and to query at least one log server if 
the DPCS database fails to indicate installation 
completion. 

10 13. The system of Claim 9 wherein the software 

installation database comprises a database selected from 
the group consisting of a DPCS database and a BRM 
database . 



15 14. The system of Claim 9 wherein the software 

installation database further comprises a plurality of 
databases associated with an installation system. 

15. The system of Claim 9 wherein the software 
2 0 validation module further comprises a dialogue module 

operable to generate a response dialogue. 

16. The system of Claim 9 further comprising the 
software validation module operable to determine whether 

25 a selected information handling system is a modular 
information handling system. 
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17. A method for automating the installation of 
software onto modular information handling systems 
comprising : 

providing a bar code associated with a modular 
5 component of a selected modular information handling 

system to an installation management modules- 
identifying each bar file associated with the 

selected modular information handling systems- 
generating a list of installation tasks associated 
10 with the identified bar files; and 

managing the installation of software onto modular 

components of the modular information handling system 

using the generated list. 

15 18. The method of Claim 17 wherein identifying each 

bar file associated with the selected modular information 
further comprises : 

providing the bar code of the component to a bar 
code database; 

20 identifying each bar code associated with the 

provided bar code stored in the bar file database; and 

retrieving bar files for the provided bar code and 
each identified associated bar code from the bar file 
database . 

25 

19. The method of Claim 17 further comprising 
storing the identified bar files in a bar file cache. 
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20. The method of Claim 17 wherein managing the 
installation of software onto modular components further 
comprises : 

communicating installation tasks to a software 
5 installation module operable to install software onto the 
modular information handling system; and 

providing a storage network associated with the 
software installation management module, the storage 
network including software applications to be installed 
10 onto the modular components. 



